
 

 

Minutes of the Pierce County Parks Committee  

August 12, 2021 – 9:00 am  

County Board Room 

Pierce County Courthouse – Ellsworth, WI 
  

Committee Members Present: Scott Bjork, Jim Ashbach, Kevin Coulson, Rodney Gillis and 

Mel Pittman (remote)  

      

Others Present: Jason Matthys, Scott Schoepp and Travis Campbell  

 

Chairman S. Bjork called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m. 

  

Public Comment  

Chairman S. Bjork called for public comment.  None were given.  

 

Minutes  

The March 04, 2021 minutes were presented.  Motion by J. Ashbach, second by R. Gilles to 

approve the March 04, 2021 minutes. Motion carried with all in favor.   

 

Park Report 

S. Schoepp stated that it has been a busy year; everything is up in usage.  To date park revenues 

are up about $35,000 over last year, which was a record breaking year.  Approximately $5,000 of 

that is from boat rentals which did not take place last year due to Covid.  M. Pittman inquired 

about the usage at the Trenton Island Boat Landing.  S. Schoepp explained that reported revenue 

is from both Nugget Lake County Park and the Trenton Island Boat Landing.  He was not able to 

provide the exact numbers from just the boat landing, but that usage is up there as well.   

 

Discuss/take action on 2022 Parks Department Budget proposal 

S. Schoepp presented the 2022 Parks Department budget proposal. Personnel cost are up 1% and 

the operations end of the budget is up $13,700, which is offset by an increase in predicted 

revenues; thus, not increasing the tax levy on the operations end of the budget.  The capital 

equipment request included replacing a 2003 pickup, that has a hole in a piston, and updating a 

30-year-old wood splitter.  The capital improvement request includes funds to continue upgrades 

to the water and electrical systems at the park. The shooting range operation portion of the 

budget remains the same, with a $73 increase in the personal portion for the cost of living wage 

increase. S. Schoepp explained that the snowmobile budget is grant funded and is balanced 

between grant money received verses expenses. J. Ashbach inquired about the alternative boat 

landing location that is proposed as a future capital improvement project. S. Schoepp explained 

that it was located half way down the lake accessed by an existing lane (chain) that we own.  M. 

Pittman asked about remaining park development fund money and asked S. Schoepp to update 

new committee members how the funds could be used. S. Schoepp explained some of the history 

behind the Park Development fund.  The fund has some restrictions on how it can be used and 

that it could only be used to basically improve or purchase park properties.  Motion by J. 

Ashbach, second by R. Gilles to approve the 2022 Parks Department Budget as presented and to 

pass it on to Finance and Personnel. Motion carried with all in favor. 

 



 

 

Discuss the need and possible funding for a dredge project on Nugget Lake  

S. Schoepp explained that a dredge project is needed again on the lake to maintain it for 

recreational access.  The upper end is filling in and it is getting hard for fishermen to navigate.  If 

and when it’s done, substantial more material would need to be removed than last time if that is 

allowed. Options would need to be explored for what to do with the sediment that is removed 

such as possibly making an island.  Other options for stopping the sediment in the first place 

should be explored.  S. Schoepp stated that he has spoken with Rod Webb in Land Conservation 

and believes most of sediment comes from streambank erosion and there are grants to help with 

the cost of streambank erosion control projects.  S. Schoepp explained that at the end of the last 

dredge project there was left over funds turned back to the county and was hoping to be able to 

get funding to start on the planning and design end of the project to get permits that are needed 

and apply for grants.  M. Pittman asked about the history of the previous dredge project and 

sediment placement. S. Schoepp explained that the previous dredge project took many years to 

complete. Starting out as a typical hydraulic dredge project that no contractors were interested in 

doing and moving to a mechanical dredge project were the lake was drawn down exposing the 

sediment to be removed.  The actual dredging took place during the winter.  K Coulson 

expressed his interest to bring this to the attention of the County Board.  J. Matthys suggested 

that S. Schoepp get a short presentation together and he would get it on the agenda for the 

September meeting.  

 

Next meeting date  

S. Schoepp informed the committee that next meeting would be needed in February unless 

something came up. A date will be determined at a later time. 

 

Motion by R. Gilles, second by K. Coulson to adjourn. Motion carried with all in favor. 

  

Submitted by: Travis Campbell, Assistant County Park Superintendent 


